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Welcomeé  to the Autumn edition of our 

quarterly newsletter.  In this edition:  

> Updated Branch Diary 

> Tasting Panel Update 

> Socials & Outings - Reports 

> Festivals Update 

> Focus on - Gordon Holding 

> Your Letters and E-mails 

> Real Cider News 

> Pub & Brewery News 

> Updated Real Ale Pubs list 

If you would like to place an advert, please 
contact one of the branch officers (page 6).  
Advertising rates are as follows: 

Full Page Advertééééééé Ã58.00 
Half Page Advertééééééé Ã33.50 
Quarter Page Advertééééé Ã18.00 

There is a discount on placement of a fourth 
consecutive advert.  Adverts are accepted on 
condition that inclusion does not necessarily 
imply an endorsement or approval of content.  

We much prefer to receive artwork as a PDF or 
JPEG file, or Word document.  We can help in 
preparing your advert if you wish.  

3,500+ copies are distributed to Branch 
members, to Highlands & Islands brewers, to 
Good Beer Guide listed and Real Ale pubs; plus 
extra copies to advertisers. 

We welcome your letters, news, views and 
opinions. Let us know what is happening at 
your local, or tell us about pubs you have 
visited.  Thanks to all who have taken trouble 
to send in pub and beer reports, or articles, 
but especially to regulars Bill, Eric, Gareth, 
and Steven, who keep us up-to-date with 
brews and what is happening in local pubs. 

Please note that the editor reserves the right 
to edit contributions sent for publication.  All 
marks and copyright are acknowledged. 

Winter edition deadline  is 27th November, 
with publication in time for Christmas.  

CAMRA Membership reaches  
100,000  Member Milestone!  

On 4th August the Campaign for Real Ale was 
thrilled to announce a landmark moment in 
their 38 year history as their numbers swelled 
to 100,000 members.  The beer consumer 
group was delighted to be able to confirm this 
milestone on the opening day of the Great 
British Beer Festival, at Earls Court, in London. 

CAMRA was formed in 1971 by Michael Hard-
man, Jim Makin, Graham Lees and Bill Mellor, 
when the idea of a campaign arose whilst they 
were bemoaning the state of British beer and 
pubs during a holiday in Ireland.  

Champion Beer of Britain  

Highland Brewing Companyôs 4% ABV Dark 
Munro, awarded Bronze in the Milds category, 
the only Scottish beer to receive an award. 

Rudgateôs 4.4% Ruby Mild, from York, was 
voted Champion Beer of Britain. 

Trading Standards Office: Contact details 
for issues such as no price lists or consistent 
short measures - 0845 600 4 222 

e-mail -  consumer.advice@highland.gov.uk 

www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/highland  

Whatõs Yours Then is a quarterly newsletter 
produced by the Highlands & Western Isles 
Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale.  The 
views & opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the editor, CAMRA, nor its Branches.  

Newsletter  

Editor  
Applicants are likely to be 
real ale enthusiasts. Must 
have desktop publishing 
skills, time to spare, and be 
able to meet publishing 
deadlines.  

 

 
Please contact  

Gareth Hardman  

(see page 6)  
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News of Brews  

Look out for Autumn seasonal brews - 

Isle of Skye Brewery : Cuillin Gorm (made 
using blueberries); Atlas Brewery : Tempest 
Wheat Beer; Cairngorm Brewery : Blessed 
Thistle, Autumn Nuts and Witches Caldron. 

Plockton Brewery have increased the size of 
their plant to a 2.5BBL plant.  The 1BBL plant, 
affectionately referred to as "the wee plant", is  
now producing bottle conditioned beer at 
Tryst Brewery in Larbert. 

(1BBL = 1 British Brewers Barrel = 288 pints)  

In an e-mail update to Secretary Gareth Hard-
man brewery owner Andy Will has noted 
óWhilst production of good beer is more a 
function of the brewer than the equipment he 
uses, I have been pleasantly surprised with 
the improved quality and consistency I have 
achieved with the new plant despite not 
changing the method of brewing.  As a conse-
quence production and sales have risen signifi-
cantly, though I still deliver only to the Plock-
ton Inn and Plockton Hotel (with occasional 
forays to the Applecross Inn and some beer 

festivals).  However, such has been demand 
for the cask versions of my beers that I have 
had insufficient capacity to bottle as well.   

This I hope to rectify over the winter when, by 
bottling exclusively during the quiet period in 
the pubs, I should be able to get a head start 
on next year's trade. 

I have produced one new beer during the 
year, Plockton Bay, a 4.6% ABV bitter with 
more malt and hop flavour than in Crags Ale, 
and I still hope to produce one more beer, a 
darker and lower ABV version of Starboard!. 

Champion Beers - Orkney Brewery has 
secured a historic double, taking both first and 
second place in the prestigious Champion Beer 
of Scotland competition. 

The final results were - 

1st Sinclair's Orkney Raven Ale 

2nd Sinclair's Orkney Red MacGregor 

3rd Caledonian XPA 

Raven Ale is described as 'a well-balanced, 
quaffable bitter. Malty fruitiness and bitter 
hops last through to the long, dry aftertaste.'  

 

ǘƘŜ ŬƴŜǎǘ ǎǘŜŀƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΗ 
The Steakhouse is already a well-established 

favourite with local diners. A wide choice  

and grills available for dinner. 

Open every night: 5.30pm - 9.30pm 
The Steakhouse Restaurant, 

Dalfaber Golf & Country Club, Aviemore 
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Branch Diary   (Meetings start at 7.30 pm)  

Tue 29 th  Sept    Tasting Panel     Black Isle East  

Tue 6 th  Oct    Committee Meeting     Blackfriars, Inverness  

16th  -  31st  Oct    * OctoberFest     Clachaig Inn, Glencoe 

22 nd -  25 th  Oct     * 5 th  Ullapool Beer Festival   Morefield Motel, Ullapool  

 

Sat 24 th  Oct    

(Depart Inverness Town House at 10:00 am, leaving Ullapool for return journey @ 18:00)  

Tues 27 th  Oct    Tasting Panel      Inverness - meet at Castle Tavern  

Tues 3 rd Nov           Glen Mhor Hotel, Inverness  

Tues 24 th  Nov  Tasting Panel Meet    Nairn - meet at Claymore Hotel  

Tuesday 1st  Dec  Committee Meeting     Snowgoose, Inverness  

Tuesday 15th  Dec Annual Inverness Walkabout  (7pm meet at Castle Tavern)  

* Not all events listed are necessarily organised by CAMRA. 

This diary is as much about the local Real Ale scene as about Branch activities.  

Contact  

Details  

Mike Whittall -  01463 831259  

news@highlandcamra.org.uk 

Eric Mills -  Phone No. pending 

chair@highlandcamra.org.uk  

Gareth Hardman (Secretary & Branch Contact) -  01463 238462  

 18, Scorguie Gardens, Inverness, IV 3  8 SS.  

contact@highlandcamra.org.uk or secretary@highlandcamra.org.uk  

Please see the regularly updated on-line diary at www.highlandcamra.org.uk 

Social/Outing/Tasting  to the  

5 th  Ullapool Beer Festival  

CAMRA Needs YOU!  
Protect your pleasure!  

Become actively involved with your local branch.  

We need your help!  Not a massive time commitment, just an 
hour or two will help our small committee in supporting the 
local publicans and brewers who together provide us with such 
a wonderful range of real ales to enjoy.  See you at the AGM?  

An Teallach Brewery - Corrections to Tasting Notes Published in GBG 2010  

Beinn Dearg Ale (ABV 3.8%) - A nicely balanced sweetish beer with a long, malty aftertaste.  

An Teallach Ale (ABV 4.2%) - A classic pint in the Scottish 80/- tradition. Malt and blackcurrant 

feature in the taste.  

Crofters Pale Ale (ABV 4.2%) - A good quaffing golden ale, drinking much lighter than its ABV.  

Suilven  (ABV 4.3%) - A refreshing, golden, fruity ale.  

Brew House Special (ABV 4.4%) - A golden ale with a nutty, malty taste and some hoppy bit-
terness balancing the pleasant sulphur background. 

Kildonan  (ABV 4.4%) - Golden ale with plenty of fruit and a good smack of bitterness.  
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The Clachnaharry Inn 

Inverness  
& Highland  

Real Ale Town 
Pub of the Year  
2000, 2001, 2002, 

2005, 2006 & 2007  

17-19 High Street 
Clachnaharry 
Inverness,  IV3 8RB  
Tel :   01463 239806 
FAX:  01463 226986 

Highlands & Western Isles  

Pub -of -the -Year 2006 & 2007  

KEEP UP- TO- DATE WITH 
OUR MEAL DEALS at  
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Good Beer Guide 2010  
Edited by Roger Protz  

Britain's Best-Selling, Independent Guide to Good Beer and Good 
Pubs.  With the Good Beer Guide to hand, you're never far from a 
decent pint!  Now in its 37 th year, the Good Beer Guide (GBG) is fully 
revised and updated, with details of more than 4,500 pubs across the 
country serving the best real ale.  
From country inns to urban style bars and backstreet boozers, all 
selected and reviewed by CAMRA's 100,000 members, this is your 
definitive guide to finding the perfect pint.  

Complete entries for over 4,500 urban and rural pubs, giving 
details of food, opening hours, beer gardens, accommodation, 
transport links, pub history, disabled access and facilities for 
families.  

Informative features section, with articles on pubs, beer and 
brewing, as well as beer festival listings from around the country.  

Fully revised and updated every year by 100,000 CAMRA members across the country.  

Unique brewery section listing all the breweries in the UK - micro, regional and national - 
that brew real ale, with tasting notes for hundreds of their beers written by a trained CAM-
RA tasting panel.  

Highlands & Western Isles GBG Entries  

This year we have nominated a total of 34 Highlands & Western Isles pubs , our full GBG 
allocation, including four new entries - 

Plockton Inn - Popular village inn which has been owned and run by a local family for many 
years.  Locally caught fish & shellfish take pride of place on the menu, and the seafood platter 
includes fish smoked on the premises.  Lively sessions often feature young musicians from the 
National Centre of Excellence for Traditional Music.  Plockton Brewery and national ales. 

Bakur Bar, Uig - Located on the Pier at Uig adjacent to the Western Isles Ferry Terminal and 
a stone's throw from the Isle of Skye Brewery who supply most of the pub's ales.  Three ales 
on tap in Summer, in this traditional West Coast bar, with a more limited range in the quieter 
Winter season.  The Bakur also has a pool table and is popular with the locals. 

Royal Hotel, Portree - In an enviable location overlooking Portree's picturesque harbour; 
boasting 21 bedrooms, two bars, a separate restaurant and even a fitness centre. The three 
handpumps dispense mainly Isle of Skye Brewery beers, including house special MacNab's Ale.   
Live traditional music is featured in the bars, and excellent food is served all year round.  

Suie Hotel, Kincraig -  This cosy wooden floored bar features a large stove/open fire and has 
an alcove with pool table and jukebox.  Situated between the Cairngorms and Monadhlaith 
mountains, and close to the Spey and Loch Insh, it is popular with outdoor enthusiasts.  Two 
handpumps dispense mostly local Cairngorm Brewery ales.  Very good food is served. 

GOOD BEER GUIDE  GOES MOBILE!   

Good Beer Guide Mobile makes an ideal companion to the printed Good 
Beer Guide. Wherever you are -  information on local Good Beer Guide  pubs 
and beers sent direct to your mobile phone.  This indispensible service is 
free to trial for 3 days  and costs just £10 for a year's subscription  
(plus your standard network Internet charges).  

Congratulations to all, not just new entries, but also to the great pubs which continue to 
feature on the pages of this indispensible guide.  Publicans should note that if you are 
listed in the Good Beer Guide  you may use GBG artwork in adverts and on your website.  
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Selection of our Regular Ales 

Youngs Special  

Adnams Bitter  

St Austell Tribute  

Kelham Island Pale Rider  

Timothy Taylorôs Golden Best & Ram Tam 

Isle of Skye Hebridean Gold & Red Cuillin  

Highland Brewery Scapa Special & Best  

Houston Brewery Killellan  

Cairngorm Tradewinds  

Arran Ale  

BANDSTAND BAR, NAIRN 

CAMRA Highlands & Western Isles 

PUB OF THE YEAR 2009 

Braeval Hotel, Crescent Rd, Nairn Tel: 01667 452341  
www.braevalhotel.co.uk      email info@braevalhotel.co.uk 

Bar Meals, Sea Food & Steaks                          
OUR NEW 60 SEAT  

SEA VIEW RESTAURANT  

OPENS EARLY JULY  

Open to Non -Residents.  
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Traditional Cider Matters  

Real Cider and/or Real Perry is sold (or has recently been sold) in the 
following inns & hotels.  (Please note that some may be seasonal outlets). 
Please let us know if you find additional outlets selling real cider or perry.  

The Anderson, Fortrose -  Thatchers Heritage Cider  

Eagle -  Inn on the Loch, Laggan Locks -  Thatchers Original Cider 

Stronlossit Inn, Roy Bridge - Thatchers Cheddar Valley Cider 

Strathcarron Hotel -  Thatchers Cider (rotated with cask ales) 

Glen Hotel, Newtonmore -  Westons Old Rosie or 1st Quality Cider  

Benleva Hotel, Drumnadrochit -  Westons 1st Quality Cider 

Scourie Hotel -  Two Westons Ciders on handpump  

Kingôs Highway, Inverness -  Westons Old Rosie & Organic Draught 
Vintage Cider; Thatchers Heritage & Dry Cider 

Alexander Bain, Wick  -  Westons Old Rosie & Organic Draught Vintage 
Cider; Thatchers Heritage & Dry Cider 

Badachro Inn - Westons Cider is served here 

Argyll Hotel, Ullapool  - Westons ciders from the box  

Altnacealgach Inn, nr Ledmore Junction - Mike & Kate are giving some 
thought to serving a real cider.   Tel: 01854 666260  

Kinlochewe Hotel , at the foot of Beinn Eighe, is serving Westons 1st 
Quality Draft Cider 

Blackfriars, Inverness - Westons Old Rosie Scrumpy and 1st  Quality Ciders on handpump 

Clachaig Inn, Glencoe - Thatchers Heritage Cider was found here last August. 

Bandstand Bar, Nairn - Westons ciders (varying selection) from the box.  We understand 
that long term plans are to install a handpump for real cider.  

Sad to note that Dundonnell Hotel has been removed from this list.  When one of our real cider 
correspondents stopped by in July the barman could only offer Magners or Strongbow, and 
very clearly had absolutely no idea what real cider is. 

October is Cider & Perry Month!  

October is a very active time for producers, especially for those who 
make only a small amount of cider. Harvest time for cider fruit is roughly 
from September to November and by October production is in full flow.  

CAMRA already have the month of May set aside as Mild Month and so, 
following on the success of the Mild campaign, CAMRA has set October 
aside as Cider & Perry Month 

At Last a Scottish Cider -  Thistly Cross  

In their Autumn newsletter The Scottish Real Ale Shop @ the Lade Inn 
advertised Thistly Cross Cider @ £2.99, considerably cheaper than your 
cider reporter found it in the Bow Bar in Edinburgh, where it was on offer 
at the princely sum of £4.25!  The Thistly Cross Cider website is under 
construction, so hopefully there will be some detailed information on -line 
soon, but we understand that Thistly Cross Cider is produced using tradi-
tional farmhouse methods at Belhaven Fruit Farm, Dunbar, and is the only 
commercial Scottish cider on the market.  As we went to press we heard 
that Thistly Cross Cider would be on offer at the Loch Ness Beer Festival. 
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 Real Ales 

Real Cider  

50+ Malt whiskies 

Isle of Skye beers on draught 

ð including our own  

òBeinn Eigheó house ale 

é dark and delicious 

We donõt do fast food here! 
 

As members of                                           we take care and pride in 

preparing our food.   We are fortunate enough to have some of 

the best local produce in the world and we believe in letting the 

flavours of our food speak for themselves.  No òjusó or òcoulisó 

here! é just plain, honest, wholesome and fulfilling food.  

Take time to enjoy a pint or two of our Real Ales and savour the 

simple delights of a home cooked meal. 
 

 

Tel: 01445 760253                           
www.kinlochewehotel.co.uk 

 

Kinlochewe Hotel,  

Kinlochewe,  by Achnasheen 

Wester Ross  IV22 2PA  
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Enjoy the country pub atmosphere ï log fire, malt whiskies, real ales and affordable food 
(soup, toasties and desserts served all day) in this family-owned village centre hotel.  

Close to the historic 1717 packhorse bridge over the River Dulnain, and nestling in the 
very heart of the Scottish Highlands, the Cairn Hotel is the perfect base for exploring the 
Cairngorms, the Malt Whisky Trail, Loch Ness, Strathspey and Badenoch; and including 
the Cairngorm and Black Isle breweries. 

Walkers and cyclists are welcomed, and cyclists following Sustrans NCN Route 7, which 
goes past our front door, can take advantage of secure dry storage provided for bikes.  

The Cairn Hotel  
Main Road  
Carrbridge  

Inverness -shire  
PH23 3AS  

Tel: 01479 841212  
Fax: 01479 841362  
info@cairnhotel.co.uk  
www.cairnhotel.co.uk  

20p real ale discount 
for card carrying 
CAMRA members! 

E-Ale  

Hi Gareth, It may have been you I had a long 
conversation with in the Castle Tavern, when 
you fielded my enquiry to the bar staff about 
their An Teallach ales.  We also discussed 
Black Isle beers amongst many others. 

This is to provide feedback from the Summer 
Isles Hotel which my wife and I visited last 
week.  They had three An Teallach ales on, 
which were in good to excellent condition, 
especially the Kildonnan.  The others were An 
Teallach and Croftersô Pale.  Graham Arthur. 

Hi there, Alas the Castlebay Bar no longer 
does cask ale. :>( Advising you so that you 
can change your list.   Best wishes, Greg. 

Highland pubs update:  Sorry I didn't get 
this in time for the summer WYT.  

I was up in Glen Shiel a couple of weeks ago 
and have to sadly report that there is no real 
ale or hand pump at the Kintail Lodge Hotel.  

The Cluanie Inn has Red Cuillin (3) and Black 
Cuillin (1) but are charging £3.20 for "the 
Wilderness Experience"! 

On the upside, although it's not in this area, I 

was gratified to find Deuchars IPA on tap at 
the Inverarnen (a Loch Lomond pub with a 
long history of keg only) this week, albeit 
again at over £3 a pint.  

Cheers, Jim Hall, Newtonmore 

We checked this out and discovered that there 
was a problem with the handpump which took 
a couple of days to fix. We understand that 
Isle of Skye Red Cuillin is regularly on tap. Ed. 

Dear Ed, You really do need to check out the 
Kinlochewe Hotel ï A super bar since their 
very stylish refurbishment, and great service.  

I was offered a taster of Ben Eighe, their Isle 
of Skye Brewery house beer, which I thought 
tasted ótangyô.  The landlord was summonsed 
at once, agreed with me, and put things to 
rights immediately.  There were four hand-
pumps in service ï Red Cuillin (4), Ben Eighe 
(4), Skyelight, and Westonôs 1st Quality Cider.  
Very impressed.  Definitely a GBG contender.   

This is the second time we have stopped here 
for a couple of swift halves, and we really 
need to plan for an overnight at the nearby 
campsite.     Cheers, Campervan Man. 
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¢ƘŜ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴ 

wŜƎǳƭŀǊ [ƛǾŜ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ  (Phone for Info) 
   25

th
 Sept - Frayed Edges   27

th 
Sept - The Time Beings 

   1
st 
Oct - The Revvz     9

th
 Oct - Martin Stephenson 

   23
rd
 Oct - Andy Murray    25

th
 Sept - Face The West 

   31
st 
Oct - Sharp Exit     13

th
 Nov - Scott MacDonald 

   14
th 
Nov - Sharp Exit     20

th
 Nov - The Revvz 

   7
th
 Nov - Frayed Edges    4

th
 Dec - Andy Murray 

We use fresh local produce including 
beef, fish, shellfish and game 

Highlands & Islands Real Ales On Tap 

Open 12-11pm every day Fri until 1pm - Sat until 12pm 

Tel. 01349 866922 
(formerly The Drouthy Duck), Conon Bridge  
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Scourie Hotel  
Scourie, Sutherland, IV27 4SX 
Tel: 01971 502396 

FAX: 01971 502423 
patrick@scourie-hotel.co.uk 

www.scourie-hotel.co.uk  
Cask Ales and Real Cider are served 

An ideal base for game fishing, hill-walking, bird 
watching (Handa Island is nearby), or exploring 

the famed empty quarter of Western Sutherland,  
a lunar landscape of lochs and mountains. 

To connoisseurs of game fishing there is simply 
nothing to compare to the 25,000 acres of Loch, 
River and Hill Loch fishing held for the guests of 
Scourie Hotel.  The Hotel has 36 fishing beats held 
exclusively for guests, plus 3 beats on Loch Stack and Loch More for sea trout 
and salmon.  Additional salmon fishing is taken on local salmon rivers.   

Overlooking Scourie Bay and with views 
to the distant 
tops of Ben 
Stack, Arkle, 
and Foinaven.  

Iain Campbell  

It is with great 
sadness that we 
learned of the 
death recently of 
Iain Campbell, of 
the Sligachan Hotel 
on the Isle of Skye.  

Iain had battled with cancer for several years 
and during this time he received excellent care 
not just from his family and friends but also 
from the Highland Hospice. Whilst fighting his 
illness Iain also found the time and strength to 
raise tens of thousands of pounds for the 
Highland Hospice.  

Ian made a lasting contribution to the Real Ale 
scene in the Highlands, firstly by being instru-
mental in selling ale from the Isle of Skye 
Brewery in it's early days, making the Slig one 
of the finest real ale  hostelries in the High-
lands and Islands, and later helping to estab-
lish the Cuillin Brewery at the Sligachan Hotel.  

The Sligachan Hotel continues to be run by 
Iain's sister Catriona and her husband Sandy 

Coghill, where Iain will be missed by all his 
many friends, colleagues and customers. 

A Better Class of Trainspotting  

One of our more unusual outlets for real ale, 
the Corrour Station House Restaurant and 
B&B is going to have a better outlook.  

This Highland train station, which was made 
famous by featuring in the film Trainspotting, 
is having around £400,000 
invested in it by Network 
Rail. The platform will be 
rebuilt, with the difficult to 
negotiate gravel surface 
being replaced with a hard 
standing one. 

The busy station, which is mainly used by 
keen hill walkers and those who visit because 
of the film, is sure to benefit from the invest-
ment. The team involved with the upgrade will 
have no easy task trying to shift upwards of 
4000 wooden rail sleepers to the UKôs highest 
rail station, so I would guess a refreshing pint 
of ale, usually from Cairngorm Brewery, will 
go down well after a hard days work.  
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The Old Inn 
Gairloch, Ross -shire, IV21 2BD   

Telephone: 01445 712006  Enquiries -  Call Free -  0800 542 5444  
Scottish Tourist Board 3 Star Inn   

AA Best Seafood Pub for Scotland 2005/06  

Abbot Ale Perfect Pub for Scotland 2005/06  

AA Pub of the Year for Scotland & Northern Ireland 2003  

Nestling at the foot of the Flowerdale Glen, with the river flowing 

under its charming old stone footbridge, The Old Inn is a traditional 

coaching inn located in a picturesque setting with spectacular views 

across Gairloch Harbour to Skye and the Outer Isles.  
 

Up to eight Real Ales  

Beer Garden  

Food served all day  
 

Website:  www.theoldinn.net  

E-mail:  enquiries@theoldinn.net  

Inverness & Highland CAMRA Country Pub - of - the - Year for 2004  

Real Ale, Real Food, Real Fires, Real Welcome  
 

Accommodation - All rooms en -suite - Families welcome  

CAMRA Wester Ross Pub - of - the - Year 2005,2006 & 2007  
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Focus on Gordon Holding  

Gordon, along with his wife Morag and son 
Jordon, own the Bandstand Bar at the Braeval 
Hotel in Nairn, this years Branch Pub of the 
Year. They live in the flat above looking out 
over the Moray Firth. In March they ran their 
first Beer Festival which they intend to be an 
annual event. They also own the Claymore 
House Hotel, also in Nairn. 

Q. Where were you born? 

A. I'm Nairn born and bred.  

Q. What is your background? 

A. I was a self-employed electrical contractor 
from the age of twenty -one.  I had a 
wholesale lighting business, and a lighting 
shop in Inverness for several years.  Then 
I was Head of Property and Maintenance 
for North British Trust Hotels and Crerar 
Hotels for five years.  This is where I 
learned about the hotel trade.  

Q. Why buy two hotels in Nairn? 

A. My wife and I had very demanding careers 
which involved a lot of travelling and we 
seldom saw each other. So, we decided to 
take early retirement and move back to 
Nairn to work together. We had originally 
intended to buy a small B&B business but 
the opportunity to buy the Braeval Hotel 
came along and it grew from there. After 
two years we had the opportunity to buy 
the lovely Claymore House Hotel, where we 
had our wedding reception 15 years earlier  

Q. When were you introduced to real ale? 

A. About 3 years ago when local customers 
started to ask about ales. 

Q. What real ales/styles do you like? 

A. I like to try different ales but prefer light 
golden ales. 

Q. What is the best part of your work?  

A. Meeting people from different age groups, 
backgrounds and countries.  And it is always 
great when we get positive comments about 
the hotel.  

Q. What is the worse part of your work?  

A. Getting to bed at 1am and then getting up 
at 7am, seven days a week, to do the hotel 
breakfasts. 

Q. What are your hobbies/interests? 

A. Sleeping when I get the chance and an 
annual holiday in October - anywhere we 
can get a rest and a good ale! 

Q. Has the credit crunch had any effect? 

A. Wet sales are slightly down, but real ale 
sales are rising and food trade is strong. 
Accommodation was slower than normal in 
early July, with fewer foreign visitors, but 
we've noticed an increase in UK customers 
holidaying at home. 

Q. What are your plans for the future?  

A. We're always looking at ways to improve 
the business and have made a lot of chang-
es this year. We've built a new cellar solely 
for real ales and introduced real cider. 

We've built a new decked beer garden and 
a new 60 seat Sea View Restaurant. In the 
winter we'll convert our old restaurant into a 
snug with open fire for customers who want 
a quiet room to enjoy their ale.  

We have plans for further development in 
2010 but we won't be saying much until 
planning is secured. 

In August it was the turn of the local Branch 
of CAMRA to host the quarterly Scotland & 
Northern Ireland Branches meeting, which 
was held at the Braeval.  These meetings are 
attended by representatives from each Branch 
who convene to discuss local and national 
CAMRA issues.  The six real ales were enjoyed 
by all present, including former CAMRA Vice 
Chairman Colin Valentine from the National 
Executive, as was the excellent buffet. 

Thanks to Gordon and Morag for hosting the 
meeting, and for their generous hospitality.  


